
A girl. 3y2 years old, swallowed 2 drams of pure
creosote, and immediately complained of abdominal
pain. She was at once given a tablespoonful of olive-
oil, but soon became unconscious. When seen, twenty
minutes later, she was insensible, and the face was pale,
the lips cyanosed, the respirations extremely shallow,
and the pulse imperceptible. The eyes were fixed, the
pupils contracted and immobile, and the extremities
cold. The muscles were flaccid, and no difficulty was

experienced in introducing a tube into the stomach and
practicing lavage, about two quarts of warm water being
used. The stomach was then washed out with two pints
of strong solution of magnesium sulphate, about six
ounces being left in the viscus. Strychnin, 1/25 gr.,
was injected hypodermically, and the patient was

wrapped in blankets and surrounded by hot bottles. A
rectal injection of extract of beef and brandy was also
given. In about eight minutes after the stomach was

emptied the color of the lips improved and the pulse
became perceptible. In another ten minutes resistance
was offered to the presence of the stomach-tube. The
color was now good and the respirations full and regular.
The pupils were still contracted, but reacted to light,
and the extremities were warm. Improvement con¬

tinued thereafter without relapse. Pain over the region
of the stomach was complained of when a little white
of egg and milk was swallowed a couple of hours later,
but this was relieved by hot fomentations. Urine was

not passed for many hours, and then presented a dark-
brownish color. Subsequently the urine exhibited a

watery-green and then a pale-yellow appearance. The
first bowel movement also was dark in color and smelled
strongly of creosote. There were no after-effects, and in
the course of a few days the child was running about

again and appeared none the worse for her dangerous
experience.

MISSOURI'S CHIEF EXECUTIVE.

The St. Louis Courier of Medicine devotes a sarcastic
editorial to the outgoing governor of Missouri, who ap-
pears to have been, from a medical point of view,
about all that the chief executive of a state ought not
to be. It expresses the opinion that the most sensible
thing of which he has been guilty was his congratula-
tions to the citizens, in his last message, that his term
had nearly ended. As one of the dispensations of a

kind Providence it may be noted that the new Governor
of Missouri is a member of our profession, and if he
is true to his antecedents the wind will be tempered to
the shorn Missouri lamb.

JUDICIAL EUTHANASIA.
While a bill referring to the manner of execution

of criminals was recently under consideration by the
Indiana legislature, an amendment was offered to
inflict the punishment of death by giving 15 grains of
morphin in a glass of whisky. This motion failed,
though it is reported to have received a full party vote.
The Indiana murderers, "like maudlin Clarence in

his Malmsey butt," would undoubtedly favor this mode
of execution, but why this special zeal for euthanasia
for criminals is such a prominent feature in modern
legislation is not clear.

WATCH MEDICAL LEGISLATION.
It behooves the members of the medical profession,in the various states in which a legislature is in session,

to keep in close touch with what is going on in regardto the regulation of the practice of medicine. In
nearly every state more or less vicious medical legisla-
tion is being attempted. In Illinois an amendment to
the medical practice act is proposed, in which these
words occur : "Nothing in this act shall be construed
to apply

. .

.. to any person who ministers to
or treats the sick or suffering by massage, or by mental
or spiritual means, without the use of any drug or
material remedy." The object of this amendment can
be readily seen. In those states where there is no com-
mittee officially appointed to represent the profession,
such legislation as the above will be easily managed
and the profession wake up, when it is too late, to
realize the fact that laws have been passed that are
detrimental alike to the people and to the profession.
When this occurs, nine times out of ten it is the fault
of the profession itself, a result of lack of organization
and of apathy.

RELIGIOUS RITES FOR THE DYING.
A Roman Catholic paper calls the attention of phy-sicians to the advisability of informing Catholic patients

or their friends of their condition when it becomes
critical, and in any event not allowing them to die before
the church's last offices for the dying can be performed.
It was possibly in view of something of this kind that
led a Missouri judge to decide that it was the physician's
duty to inform the patient of his hopeless condition.
There are objections to the unqualified adoption of this
course, as The Journal has already editorially pointed
out, but the Catholic editor's recommendation has a
much better medical sanction. As he sensibly remarks,
the peace of mind that follows confession often causes
a change for the better in Catholic patients, and the
other rites, as some of us may have observed, may have
the same effect. Whatever one's own religious views
may be, there is good medical reason for respecting
those of others, especially in such cases as these. It is
not necessary to infer that such warnings are a prac¬
tical death-warrant to the patient ; for they may, on the
other hand, be the means of introducing the most potent
of therapeutic suggestions.

IS EXERCISE UNHEALTHY?

Falstaff's opinion, that it is better to rust than to be
scoured to nothing with perpetual motion, is echoed to
a certain extent by a physician who holds that exercise
is unhealthy for men past 35 years of age. He has re-
ceived a number of endorsements from individuals who,
while not Falstaffian in all respects, endorse that hero's
philosophy to this extent. Among them are cited Rus-
sell Sage, the financier, William M. Evarts, and others
who have never exerted themselves physically when they
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